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ABSTRACT

The study deals with the difficulties faced by students in developing conversation skills in the
Department of Arabic Language at few selected national universities as well as Institute of
Teacher Education in Malaysia. The study aims at discovering the difficulties faced by the
students in developing conversation skill during the period of that learning skill, and to
highlight the methods followed in the teaching of that conversation skill. It also to highlight
some effective ways to overcome these difficulties and obstacles among the students. The
study relied on the quantitative analysis method on a sample of (386) from a few selected
universities according to the limitation of the study by distributing questionnaires to the
students. By using the SPSS program, the study analyzed the data and presented them in the
list of tables using frequency distribution and percentages. Amongst the result of the study is
that some common difficulties amongst the students is the difficulty during the learning
process of this skill itself. It is also inability of the students in using standard Arabic when
they speak Arabic in class during the learning process, as well as the absence of an effective
effort to intensify the activities of listening in Arabic and mixing around with the native
speakers in the campus. This indicates that they are not able even to start speaking in Arabic
during the learning, and this is because of their weaknes in Arabic language styles and rules
as a result of their lack of social interaction and relations with the native speakers. This is
inavoidably led to the low level of the skill mentioned.

Keywords: Difficulties, Institute of Teacher Education (IPGM), speaking skill, skill
development, language practice.
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